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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 
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2a)H This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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6) ^ Claim(s) 1-25 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

First of all, the examiner would like to make a note that during patent 
examination, the pending claims must be "given the broadest reasonable interpretation 
consistent with the specification." Applicant always has the opportunity to amend the 
claims during prosecution and broad interpretation by the examiner reduces the 
possibility that the claim, once issued, will be interpreted more broadly than is justified. 
In re Prater, 162 USPQ 541,550 - 51 (CCPA 1969). In additional although "interpretation 
of the claim terms must be consistent with the specification, with claim language being 
read in light of the specification" in this case, the phase "the movable support member 
being movable relative to the shaft" can be defined or interpreted as the movement of 
the support member has only a relationship with the shaft. It does not means that the 
support member has to be move differently or at the same rate with respect to the shaft 
and the broaden phase itself ( relative to) as recited in the claimed language can not be 
directly link to whole meaning as disclosed in the specification. Therefore, the cited 
reference Leuthold read the recited claimed language in the claim 1 . 

In response to applicant's argument that Slack fails to teach such a motor Rather, 
Slack teaches a motor having a stationary support member (i.e., it is not moveable). 

The Examiner submit that Slack teaches "the ball is caused to bear against the 
shaft by resilient means in the form of a dished compression washer, or Belleville 
washer, 32 contained between the thrust plate 28 (which has shoulders 33 to locate it in 
the hole in the washer) and an end cover 34 secured to the body by screws 35." see 
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page 2, left col. lines 82-88. The term "resilient" as underlined above can be defined as 
a movement. Therefore the support member (31) actually moves with relative to the 
shaft (16). Therefore, the cited reference Slack read the recited claimed language. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2 Claims 1-4,6-25, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Leuthold et al. (US 5,710,678). 

Regarding claims 1, 20, Leuthold et al. disclose a motor comprising: a stator (50); 
a rotor having a shaft (20); a sleeve bearing (80) in contact with the rotor shaft, the 
sleeve bearing being fixedly secured to the stator; and a movable support member 
(160) axially supporting the shaft, the movable support member being movable relative 
to the shaft. 

Regarding claims 2, 13, Leuthold et al. disclose a housing at least in part 
encasing the stator, the housing forming a recess (where the ball 160 seat)for 
supporting the movable support member. 

Regarding claims 3, 17, Leuthold et al. disclose the movable support member is 
a spherical member. 

Regarding claims 4, 21, Leuthold et al. disclose the spherical member is a ball 
bearing. 
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Regarding claim 6, Leuthold et al. disclose a retaining washer about 
the shaft. 

Regarding claims 7, Leuthold et al. disclose the shaft has a lower end, the 
retaining washer being located between the lower end of the shaft and the sleeve 
bearing. 

Regarding claims 8, 23, Leuthold et al. disclose a rotor hub (22) coupled to the 
shaft, the rotor hub being spaced from the sleeve bearing. 

Regarding claims 9,16,24 Leuthold et al. disclose the rotor includes a rotor 
magnet (60), the rotor magnet being oriented with the stator to bias the rotor toward the 
movable support member. 

Regarding claims 10, Leuthold et al. disclose the movable support member 
contacts the shaft when the motor is right side up and when the motor is upside 
down. 

Regarding claims 1 1 , 1 9, 25, Leuthold et al. disclose the center of gravity of the 
rotor coincides with an opening in the sleeve bearing that accommodates the shaft. 

Regarding claims 12, Leuthold et al. disclose a motor comprising: a stator; a rotor 
having a shaft that is rotatably coupled with the stator; and a movable support member 
(160) supporting the weight of the rotor, the movable support member being movable 
relative to the shaft. 

Regarding claims 14, Leuthold et al. disclose a sleeve bearing rotatably coupled 
with the shaft. 

Regarding claims 15, Leuthold et al. disclose the rotor includes blades for 
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moving air. 

Regarding claims 18, Leuthold et al. disclose the stator has DC commutation 
circuitry. 

Regarding claims 22, Leuthold et al. disclose a housing encasing the stator, the 
housing forming a recess for supporting the movable means for axially supporting. 

3. Claims 1, 5 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Slack et al. (GB 2083953 A). 

Regarding claims 1 and 12, Slack et al. disclose a motor comprising: a stator 
(14); a rotor (22) having a shaft (18); a sleeve bearing (17) in contact with the rotor 
shaft, the sleeve bearing being fixedly secured to the stator; and a movable support 
member (31) axially supporting the shaft or the weight of the rotor, the movable support 
member being movable relative to ( resilient as reason in the argument) the shaft. 

Regarding claim 5, Slack disclose including a housing (the integral of 12 and 28) 
at least in part encasing the stator (14), the housing forming a recess (just the conical 
groove at bottom of the recess 30 at shown in fig. 1) for supporting the movable support 
member, wherein the moveable support member is a spherical member and the recess 
has a depth less than a radius of the spherical member. 

Conclusion 

4. This is a RCE of applicant's earlier Application No. 10/797,901. All claims are 
drawn to the same invention claimed in the earlier application and could have been 
finally rejected on the grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had 
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been entered in the earlier application. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL 
even though it is a first action in this case. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no, however, event will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh Lam whose telephone number is (571) 272-2026. 
The examiner can normally be reached on t-f 9-7. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Darren E. Schuberg can be reached on (571) 272-2044. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). "\ 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2834 



